











214

Tobin + Parnes Design Enterprises

Constructing a work
environment capable

of fostering creativity

and encouraging open

staff interaction and
communication may sound
like a dream to many
organizations. However,
S.USA Life Insurance
Company, Inc., a wholly-
owned subsidiary of SBLI
USA Mutual Life Insurance
Company, Inc., offers solid
evidence that this dream
can come true. A new, one-
floor, 15,000-square-foot
sales and marketing office
for 40 S.USA employees in
Chicago, designed by Tobin
+ Parnes Design Enterprises,
is providing strong support
for the company’s expanding
national presence with

a facility that embodies

its energetic spirit and
humanistic mission. Standing

Chicago, lllinois

conventional office planning
on its head, the design
scheme places private offices
in the interior of the floor
and surrounds them with
glass to make their occupants
visible and accessible while
offering daylight and outdoor
views to all employees,
regardless of rank or title.
Correspondingly, staff

areas are located near the
perimeter walls, where their
open workstations enjoy
direct exposure to daylight
and outdoor views that
penetrate deep into the
interior space. To keep the
facility easy to navigate,
serpentine transition spaces
announce their presence with
the S.USA logo and colorful
ceiling and lighting details.
Flexibility is accommodated
as well with a variety of
adaptable spaces that are

S.USA Life Insurance - Sales & Marketing Office

Top right: Conference rooms in
open configuration.

Above: Main corridor showing
soffit detail and art niches.

Left: Reception with operable
curved glass wall.

Opposite: Main corridor show-
ing soffit detail.

Photography: Ruggero Vanni/
Vanni Archive.
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conveniently distributed
across the floor to support
all manner of needs. Like the
activities they support, these
spaces range in complexity
from walls of curved glass
and acoustical operable
walls to multi-use conference
rooms, a meditation lounge,

breakout space, and casual
seating areas. S.USA, a
financial services company
that is committed to

serving the value-conscious
consumer, now has a facility
that creates comparable
value for its occupants as

a matter of course—and

appears to be having an
effortless and enjoyable time
doing it.

Above: Interior offices and open
workstation area.

Above left: Executive confer-
ence room.

Bottom: Executive office.




